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Dear Sir/Madam
Conservation Area Advisory Committees: Consultation
This letter invites your opinion on a possible pilot project to set up a small number of Conservation Area Advisory Committees (CAACs) in Lewes District. 

Some key points about CAACs are:

· They would provide advice to LDC on any planning matters affecting the conservation area concerned

· They are independent of the local planning authority and members are all volunteers, although the Chair and Secretary might be paid a small honorarium

· They have a broadly based membership, which covers all key stakeholders with an interest in the conservation area concerned

· Members of the CAAC have sufficient knowledge and experience of the area, or conservation matters generally, to add real value to the planning process

· They would need to meet regularly to respond to planning application consultation timescales

The attached background note explains the reasoning behind the proposal, the proposed format of such a committee (together with a possible Constitution) and how it might be arranged in the first instance. 

It is intended that any CAAC will be an ‘arm’s length‘ body which, once set up, will be self-regulating, and will not be run by, or include, officers or councillors of LDC.
Its comments will be considered carefully by the District Council on every planning application on which the CAAC reports, whether or not the application goes before the Planning Applications Committee.

Most small, or rural, conservation areas will not need, nor could they sustain, a CAAC.  Arguably, parish councils fulfil the role of providing local knowledge and expertise to assist the local planning authority. 

However, there may be a case for a pilot scheme for two or three CAACs in the larger conservation areas with significant pressures for change, and the volunteer commitment and breadth of local knowledge/expertise to make them viable. 

To progress matters, there is attached a questionnaire which you might like to complete giving your views on the proposal.  The deadline for submitting views is 30 November 2008.  If there is support for the proposal it would need to be reported to LDC‘s Cabinet early in 2009 with any pilots coming into operation in the Spring of 2009. The questionnaire should be returned to:

Cllr Peter Gardiner (CAAC Proposal)

Lewes District Council

32 High Street

Lewes   BN7 2LX

Yours sincerely
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Signed on behalf of

Councillor David Mitchell




    Councillor Peter Gardiner

Heritage Champion


        

          Lead Councillor for Planning

Lewes District Council




         Lewes District Council

Encs.
Annex A
Consultation Paper
Annex B 
List of Conservation Area and progress on character appraisals

Annex C
Draft Constitution for CAAC

Annex D
Possible membership

Annex E 
Questionnaire
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